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2022 Church Officers 
Pres. - Adam Synoground 
VP - Jamie Reneberg 
Secretary - Staci Foreman 
Treasurer - Kim Rietzke 
Financial Secretary - Joann Brooks 

 
Church Board: 
Education -  
Connie Synoground 
Annie Adams 
Alyce Peterson 
Elders -  
Mike Wangerin 
Jeff Levin 
Vincent Rietzke 
Evangelism -  
Trina Schrag 
Hannah Barnes 
Danielle Rietzke 
Stewardship -  
Lauren Webb 
Rick Baumann 
Keagan Rietzke 
Trustees -  
Alan Bates  
Seth Peterson 
Jerry Webb 

 

 

Council Meeting 
June 29th, 7:00 pm 
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FIRST ST. JOHN LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 
Pastor:  Dave Hutson 

332 N. Adams, Kensington, KS 66951 

Office Phone:  785-476-2246 

Pre-School:  785-476-2247 

Activity Center:  785-476-2132 

Pastor Email:  1stjohn@ruraltel.net 

Parish Coordinator Email: pc1stjohn@hotmail.com 

Church Website:  1stjohnlutheran.com 
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From Pastor Dave 
 The Fuse is Lit!  
 
We all remember the hesitant reach with a punk or match as you lean 
tentatively forward to light the fuse.  We were a little tense because, 
“After all, ya know, ya never know, ya know!”  Will it light?  Will it 
fizzle?  Will it race down the string and explode instantly?  Or, will it 
burn just right giving you a chance to reach minimum safe distance.  
The anxiety intensifies if you are holding a “Black Cat” in your hand 
ready to throw at ignition!  So, you reach slowly forward with the 
glowing punk and watch and wait as sparks begin to fly. 
 
The fuse is lit, and the race begins!  “The fuse is lit!” -  could be a 
theme for many of the times of our lives.  Ignition happens and we 
scramble and run for safe zones.  As it all unfolds and the process 
moves forward, we watch from a place of security.  Your refuge is 
always in the Mighty Hands of God.  As David wrote, “God is our 
Refuge and our Strength, an ever -present help in times of trouble.”  
Have you scrambled lately?  Have you watched fuse and powder ig-
nite to signal something is on its way? 
 
It can be good things or difficult things that come with the lit fuse.  
Whatever it is, you never face it alone.  A lit fuse is full of expecta-
tion.  It’s not always a sign of difficulty to come, but also a time when 
hope and expectations come together.  The punk, aglow with heat, is 
like the power of the Holy Spirit that equips us for moving forward.  It 
is power and authenticity in the making.  A lit punk that does nothing, 
never put to use, soon cools and lacks any excitement.  Nothing is 
watched for or expected.  But, when it sets a spark to moving  - great 
things will come. 
 
We have that igniting glow within us as people of God.  The more it is 
used, the hotter it gets, and the more dynamic its effect.  That is the 
spiritual power of faith in Jesus that sends us to the world with a mes-
sage.  Let the lighting commence!  Let the fuses burn toward celebra-
tion.  We can all enjoy the effects and wonder at the power.  God is 
moving today!  Mighty things are happing in, around, and through his 
people.  Watch for it.  Expect it.  Faith is always watching. 
 
 The fuse is lit!  Hang on for the ride! 
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Women’s Event 
Our women’s event of “Charcuterie and Succulents” was held on 
June 8. We enjoyed a delicious array of meats, cheeses, fruits and 
veggies and planted some very cute succulents. We also discussed 
ways the women of the church can better serve and how to better 
organize and train for “jobs” or projects that need to be done. We 
have decided to use the app “GroupMe” to improve communica-
tion among women to further enhance/meet service needs in the 
church. If you receive a text invitation to join “First Saint John 
Women”, please download the GroupMe app and accept the invi-
tation. Also, remember, if you want to communicate with just one 
person within the group, you can select that person’s name and 
send individual messages rather than whole-group messages. Kris-
ti Reneberg seems to have the best luck getting people added, so if 
you haven’t gotten an invitation or got one and deleted it, let her 
know! Thank you to Stacy Cole, Sandi Reneberg, Kristi Rene-
berg, Kim Rietzke, and Trina Schrag for hosting this event! 
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The Community Food Pantry is in need of items. Please consider 
donating for those in need: 

 
 

  
 

Vegetables (all kinds) 
Pork & Beans 

Soups (all kinds) 
Fruit (all kinds) 

Applesauce 
Peanut Butter & Jelly 

Canned Chicken or Tuna 
Hamburger & Tuna Helper 
Sugar (White or Brown) 

Flour 
Ketchup & Mustard 
Macaroni & Cheese 

Saltines 
Cookie or Brownie Mixes 

Packaged Macaroni 
Canned Spaghetti’s, etc.  

Cash Donations also accepted. 
 

Please leave donations in basket at Church and 
it will be picked up and delivered to  

the Community Center.  

Do you need to use the PAC? 

 

Staci Foreman   

cell: 785-476-5066 or email: 
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  Contact Information 
 
Pastor -   Dave Hutson  (785)- 476- 2246 
Pres. -  Adam Synoground (785) 476-5198 
Elder -  Jeff Levin (785) 476-3257 
Elder -  Mike Wangerin  (785) 476-5720 
Elder -  Vincent Rietzke (785) 476-3158 

 
 

July and our 
Celebration of Independence 

 
   The Cheerleaders Fireworks Stand is now open and soon we 
will hear all manner of banging and flashing celebration.  We 
will celebrate Independence Day on July 4th with all the usu-
al noise and maybe a hot Bar-B-Que  - unless we are still in 
the harvest fields.   
   Every year as the 4th of July approaches I think about the 
courage and dedication it took for our early Americans to rise 
up against tyranny and set the foundation for our country.  
It’s amazing how they risked everything, leaving home and 
family, to win our independence.  They had a firm reliance on 
hope for a better day and powerful faith in God.  This faith in 
God and Country is our roots.  It is also our roots in faith.   
   Paul wrote;  “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.  
Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened 
again by a yoke of slavery.”  (Gal. 5:1) 
 
   Paul’s words were not necessarily a political statement, but 
certainly a spiritual directive that we celebrate our saving 
grace and faith in Jesus.  We are set free from the burden of 
sin, guilt, and death  - so that we might life the faithful life of 
freedom in the gospel.  Turn away from anything that en-
slaves you and live the joy filled life of freedom by grace 
though faith in Christ.  For that, you are set free.  Enjoy!! 
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A Wedding in July 
 On Saturday afternoon-evening of July 23rd, we will  
celebrate the wedding of Cassie Bretton and Grant Levin.   
The wedding will actually be held at Saint John Lutheran to more 
easily accommodate possible attendance.  We certainly want to re-
member Cassie and Grant in our prayers as they begin married life 
together.  The Lord is happy to bless this union begun in His name 
and before His people.   
 We give thanks to God for this couple and their families.  
We pray for safe travel for all who will attend. 
 

July Voters Meeting;   Our regular July Voters meeting is 
canceled for this month.  Typically, there is very little agenda for 
the July meeting.  Financial reports will be given in the news letter 
or bulletin so that the information is available to you.  However, we 
will not have the July Voters meeting.  Our next regular meeting 
will be held in October. 
 
 
First Saint John 150th Anniversary;   It’s easy to forget that this 
special event is coming in 2024.  Some work has been done and 
some preparations are underway.  However, don’t let it slip by and 
suddenly be upon us.  We do still need to consider the anniversary 
event and how and what we will do for it. 
 
First Lutheran, Phillipsburg;   The voters recently 
met with the Circuit Counselor to discuss and 
consider possible pastoral solutions.  They have 
much to think over and will certainly be wanting 
to talk with our leaders here. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

July Servants: 
 

Elder: Mike Wangerin 
Head Usher:  

Altar Guild: Bev Grauerholz, Nancy Hagman 
 

Be cool!    
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A Graduate/Pastoral Candidate coming to Immanuel, Norton; 
 Pastoral Candidate, Matthew Goehring will be ordained and 

installed on Sunday, August 14 at 4PM at Immanuel, Norton.  The  
Norton congregation has been being served by Pastor Joel  
Hiesterman for the vacancy.  They are working now on the parson-
age and preparing for the arrival of their new pastor.  He is a  
graduate of the Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, IN.  
He and his wife should be arriving near the first part of August. 
 
 

Priority Goals from the 2022 Church Planning Event: 
 
1. Parking Lot Improvements     20 votes 
2. Develop Tech Teams & Responsibilities   18 votes 
3. Teens For Christ Financial Support;          16 votes 
3.  Worship Team; Lay Participation in worship.  16 votes 
4. PAC Maintenance/Monitoring Team;        16 votes 
4.   Special Sundays;  Lake Sunday         16 votes 
4. Choir/ Music Team     16 votes 

  
 

 Additional suggested projects; 
 Daycare offered during Sunday School & Events 11 
 Business Management Position   11 
 Remodel Bathrooms/ Fixer-uppers projects  10 
 Promote Leader Transition    9 
 Schedule Work Days for Clean up   9 
 Consider Handicap Access & Parsonage East Entrance  6 
 Children’s Message Leaders    3 
 Establish an Endowment Fund   3 
 Hearing Assistance Options    1 
  

Do you want to put something in the Bulletin or 
Newsletter?  If you do, e-mail Trina, the Parish Co-

ordinator at pc1stjohn@hotmail.com. She would 
gladly include it! 


